
 

Aintree Davenhill Planning Overview 
 

Subject: Art  Term: Spring 

 Nursery Reception Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Topic  Painting and Mixing Media : 
Paint my world 

Sculpture 3D : Paper Play Painting and mixing media 
: life in colour 

Craft and Design ; Ancient 
Egyptian Scrolls 

Painting and mixing media 
:Light and dark 

Drawing – I need space Drawing – make my voice 
heard 

Lesson 1 Exploring colour – 
Colour mixing – cold 
and hot colours - 
Kandinski –Althea 
McNish 
 
Painting an icy 
landscape – using 
brushes – colour 
mixing 
 
Fiery dragon painting 
– using brushes – 
colour mixing, collage 
 
Exploring watercolour 
- Looking closely – 
Spring flowers - pencil 
drawing and 
watercolour  
 
 
 

Finger Painting 
To explore paint through finger 
painting.  
 To describe the texture and 
colours as they paint.  
To talk about their work and 
decide whether it is abstract or 
figurative.  
ELG: Begin to show accuracy and 
care when drawing.  
 Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects to express 
ideas and feelings. ELG: Creating 
with materials: Safely use and 
explore a variety of materials, 
tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and 
function.  
Playing and exploring. 
 

Tube Towers 
To roll paper to make 3D 
structures.  
 
Children will roll paper to 
make a cylinder  
 
 Children will combine 
paper cylinders to make a 
sculpture  
Children will adapt my ideas 
as I work 

Colour Magic 
To develop knowledge of 
colour mixing. 
 
Children will name the 
primary and secondary 
colours. 
 
 Children will describe what 
happens when I mix two 
secondary colours.  
 
Children will make choices 
about how to make colours 
lighter or darker. 

 

Exploring Egyptian Art 
 

To investigate the style, 
pattern and characteristics 
of Ancient Egyptian art 
 
 Children will discuss 
Ancient Egyptian art to 
understand more about it  
 
 Children will look closely to 
identify colours, patterns 
and shapes  
 
Children will record what I 
see in my sketchbook, 
trying out: different 
drawing materials, working 
on different surfaces, 
experimenting with 
composition 

Tints and Shades 
 

To investigate different 
ways of applying paint 
To mix tints and shades of a 
colour 
 
Children will describe the 
differences between 
paintings using art 
vocabulary 
 
Children will add different 
amounts of black paint to 
mix shades of a colour 
 
Children will add different 
amounts of white paint to 
mix tints of a colour 
 

Space  Imagery 
To explore the purpose and 
effect of imagery. 
Children will discuss the 
effect of an image. 
  
Children will discuss how 
popular culture can 
influence art and design. 
  
Children will explain what 
retrofuturism means. 
 
 Children will evaluate 
different images using the 
formal elements. 

 
 

Experimental mark making 
To explore expressive 
drawing techniques. 
 
Children will collect 
information to identify the 
key features of Maya art. 
  
Children will explore mark 
making using a range of 
handmade tools   
  
Children will make 
comparisons between 
different artworks. 

Lesson 2 Outdoor Painting 
To create natural paintbrushes 
using found objects. 
 To use natural paint brushes and 
mud paint to create artwork.  
 To talk about their work and 
decide whether it is abstract or 
figurative. Develop small motor 
skills so that they can use a range 
of tools competently, safely and 
confidently. 
 ELG: Use a range of small tools, 
including scissors, paint brushes 
and cutlery.  ELG: Begin to show 
accuracy and care when drawing.  
Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects to express ideas 
and feelings. ELG: Creating with 
materials: Safely use and explore 
a variety of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and 
function 
Playing and exploring 
 

3D Drawings 
To shape paper to make a 
3D drawing.  
 
Children will fold and roll 
paper to create 3D shapes  
 
Children will choose how to 
arrange the paper shapes to 
make a 3D drawing 
 
 Children will overlap paper 
strips on my 3D drawing 
 

Texture Hunt 
To know how texture can 
be created with paint. 
 
Children will describe 
colours and textures.  
 
Children will choose 
painting tools to recreate a 
texture.  
 
Children will mix a range of 
secondary colours. 

Designing Scrolls 
To apply design skills 
inspired by the style of an 
ancient civilisation  
 
Children will make 
decisions about how I want 
to represent information 
through images  
 Children will plan a design 
for a scroll thinking about 
key features of the artwork 
of the Ancient Egyptians  
 
Children will apply my 
knowledge of their style to 
plan appropriate colours 
and patterns for my design 
 

Three Dimensions 
To use tints and shades to 
give a three-dimensional 
effect when painting 
   
Children will describe the 
way colours change in 
different lights 
 
Children will add black to 
make a colour darker and 
add white to make a colour 
lighter 
 
Children will use just one 
original colour in my 
painting and only change it 
by adding black, white or 
water 
 

Drawing Decisions 
To understand and explore 
decision making in creative 
processes. 
 
Children will suggest how a 
piece of art is created. 
  
Children will discuss the 
choices an artist has made. 
  
Children will make 
decisions about tools and 
materials to try in my own 
work. 
  
Children will use a range of 
processes to create a 
drawing. 
 

Symbolic Imagery 
To consider how symbolism 
in art can convey meaning. 
Children will draw my Maya 
spirit companion and 
consider its meaning. 
 Children will generate a 
range of symbols, patterns 
and colours that represent 
me. 
  
Children will take 
inspiration from an artist’s 
style. 
 

Lesson 3 Painting to Music 
To respond to music through the 
medium of paint. 
 To use paint to express ideas 
and feelings.  

Tree of Life 
To apply paper-shaping 
skills to make an 
imaginative sculpture  
 

Making Textures 
To use paint to explore 

texture and pattern. 
 

Children will explain the 

Making Paper 
To apply understanding of 
ancient techniques to 
construct a new material  
 

Painting Techniques 
To explore how paint can 
create very different effects 
 
Children will describe how I 

Teis Albers 
To develop drawn ideas 
through printmaking. 
 
Children will describe how I 

Chiaroscuro 
To apply understanding of 
the drawing technique 
chiaroscuro. 
Children will discuss the 



Develop small motor skills so 
that they can use a range of 
tools competently, safely and 
confidently.  
 ELG: Use a range of small tools, 
including scissors, paint brushes 
and cutlery.  ELG: Begin to show 
accuracy and care when 
drawing.  
Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects to express 
ideas and feelings.  Listen 
attentively, move to and talk 
about music, expressing their 
feelings and responses. 
  ELG: Creating with materials: 
Safely use and explore a variety 
of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and 
function 
 Playing and exploring. 

Children will plan a 
sculpture by drawing my 
ideas first  
 
Children will use at least 
three different techniques 
for shaping paper  
 
 Children will add detail to 
my tree 
 
 
 

word ‘collage’. 
 

 Children will choose 
materials and tools to make 

textures with paint.  
 

Children will mix colours to 
match something I see. 

 

Children will use knowledge 
of an ancient process to 
make a modern alternative 
Children will follow 
instructions carefully 
 
 Children will review what 
worked well and what I 
could improve on 
 

created a paint effect 
 
Children will use a painting 
tool in a new way 
Children will use tints and 
shades of colour to make 
my painted object appear 
3D 

think an artwork was made. 
  
Children will choose and 
combine materials based 
on their texture. 
  
Children will create an 
effective printing plate that 
considers how I expect it to 
print. 
 

effect of light and dark on 
an object and consider how 
to draw it. 
  
Children will explain the 
term Chiaroscuro and 
understand how it can be 
used for effect. 
  
Children will create form by 
applying chiaroscuro to a 
tonal drawing. 
 

Lesson 4 Collage and transient art 
To make child-led collages using 
mixed media.  
To use loose parts to create a 
piece of transient art. ELG: Use a 
range of small tools, including 
scissors, paintbrushes and 
cutlery.  
 Explore, use and refine a variety 
of artistic effects to express 
ideas and feelings.  
ELG: Creating with materials: 
Safely use and explore a variety 
of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and 
function. 
Playing and exploring. 

Giant Spider Model – Part 
1 

To work collaboratively to 
plan and create a sculpture.  
 
 Children will work 
cooperatively  
 
 Children will create 
different parts of a 
sculpture  
 
Children will secure parts of 
the sculpture together  
 
Children  know that 3D 
sculpture can be created 
from a range of materials 

 
 

 

Collage Creation 
To compose a collage, 
choosing and arranging 
materials for effect. 
 
Children will choose collage 
materials based on colour 
and texture. 
 
Children will describe how 
my choices match my ideas.  
 
Children will try out 
different arrangements of 
materials, including 
overlapping. 
 

Scroll Making 
To apply drawing and 
painting skills in the style of 
an ancient civilisation  
 
Children will use a design 
and accurately translate it 
to a new surface  
 
Children will use materials 
and tools carefully to show 
precision in my work  
 
Children will mix and use 
colours that are 
appropriate to the style of 
work  
 
 Children will suggest 
improvements in my own 
and other people’s work 

Composition 
To consider proportion and 
composition when planning 
a still-life painting 
  
Children will explain what 
composition means 
 
Children will choose and 
arrange objects to create 
my own still-life 
composition 
 
Children will select 
important detail to include 
in my composition sketch 

A Vision for the Future 
To test and develop ideas 
using sketchbooks. 
Children will generate ideas 
about the future. 
  
Children will record ideas 
through sketches and visual 
notes. 
  
Children will develop ideas 
to form a composition for a 
final piece. 
  
Children will apply printing 
ink evenly to cover the 
plate. 
  
Children will apply even 
pressure when printing. 

Street Art 
To evaluate the context and 
intention of street art. 
 
Children will discuss the 
similarities and differences 
between art styles. 
  
Children will discuss ideas 
about ‘what art is’ or 
‘should be’ and justify 
choices. 
  
Children will identify 
something I feel strongly 
about and consider how to 
represent it through a 
drawing. 
 

Lesson 5 Landscape Collage 
To create landscape collages 
inspired by the work of Megan 
Coyle.  Develop their small 
motor skills so that they can use 
a range of tools competently, 
safely and confidently.  
ELG: Use a range of small tools, 
including scissors, paint brushes 
and cutlery. ELG: Begin to show 
accuracy and care when 
drawing.  Explore, use and refine 
a variety of artistic effects to 
express ideas and feelings. ELG: 
Creating with materials: Safely 
use and explore a variety of 
materials, tools and techniques, 
experimenting with colour, 
design, texture, form and 
function.  
ELG: Creating with materials: 

Giant Spider Model – Part 
2 
 

To apply painting skills 
when working in 3D 
 
Children will use different 
tools to paint with  
 
Children will work as part of 
a collaborative project 
 
Children will paint onto 3D 
surfaces using appropriate 
methods 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Developing Detail 
To evaluate and improve 
artwork. 
 
Children will say what I like 
or don’t like about artwork.  
 
Children will talk about how 
I could improve my work.  
 
Children will choose which 
materials and tools to use. 
 
 

Making Zines 
To apply an understanding 
of Egyptian art to develop a 
contemporary response  
 
Children will follow 
instructions to create a zine  
Children will use a variety 
of images, text and 
materials to make my zine 
interesting  
 
 Children will inform my 
audience about my subject 
with relevant information 

Still Life 
To apply knowledge of 
colour mixing and painting 
techniques to create a 
finished piece 
 
Children will organise the 
equipment I will need to 
paint using my chosen 
technique 
 
Children will show light and 
dark by using tints and 
shades of colour 
 
Children will show what I 
have learned about 
techniques in the way I 
paint 

 
 

Mixed- media Portraits 
To apply knowledge and 
skills to create a mixed 
media self-portrait. 
Children will describe the 
intention of my self-
portrait. 
  
Children will explain why 
my choice of medium 
matches my idea. 
Children will use my chosen 
medium to create a self-
portrait that represents an 
aspect of my identity. 

 
 

Powerful Imagery 
To apply an understanding 
of impact and effect to  
create a powerful image. 
 
Children will analyse how 
an artist conveys a 
message. 
  
Children will use my 
creative work to develop an 
idea, applying drawing 
techniques for visual impact 
and effect. 
  
Children will work 
independently, revisiting 
and reviewing my work to 
develop it. 



 

 

 

 

Share their creations, explaining 
the process they have used. 
 

 
 
 
 

Lesson 6  
 Group Art 

To create a large piece of group 
artwork based around fireworks. 
To experiment with colour, 
design and painting techniques.  
Use a range of small tools 
including paintbrushes. ELG: 
Begin to show accuracy and care 
when drawing. Explore, use and 
refine a variety of artistic effects 
to express ideas and feelings. 
Create collaboratively, sharing 
ideas, resources and skills.  
ELG: Creating with materials: 
Safely use and explore a variety 
of materials, tools and 
techniques, experimenting with 
colour, design, texture, form and 
function. 
 

      


